
SOMETIMES IT’S HARD to do the right thing. These
are some of those times.

Maybe you want to buy more organic produce, but
you hate to increase your grocery bills. Maybe you want to
give more money to charities, but you need to put aside
cash in case you lose your job. Maybe you want to volun-
teer to be a coach for your daughter’s soccer team, but
you’re working extra hours to prove to the boss that
you’re invaluable.

And maybe you want to do what’s best for the environ-
ment—but not if it’s going to cost you a lot of money.

Our cover story may help you ease your conscience, at
least a little, by identifying how you can be both green and
thrifty, how you can be eco-friendly without making these
hard economic times that much harder for you. Our mis-
sion was to find things you can do—from insulating the
attic to replacing the filter on your air conditioner, from
leasing solar panels to changing light bulbs—where the
payback time is relatively quick.

In other words, green and cheap. Because sometimes you
want to do the right thing. But you just aren’t sure how.

—Lawrence Rout

Editor’s Note
UP F RONT

Energy Consumption by the Numbers

The Journal Report welcomes your comments—by mail, fax or electronic
mail. Letters should be addressed to Lawrence Rout, The Wall Street
Journal, 4300 Rt. 1 North, South Brunswick, N.J. 08852. The fax number
is 609-520-7767, and the email address is reports@wsj.com.

ENCORE
A GUIDE TO RETIREMENT

§ Going back to work in
later life
§ Inheriting an old family
portrait can be a mixed
blessing
§ A cold but sporting retire-
ment spot
§ Advice on personal health,
finance and travel

REPRINTS AVAILABLE

Countries with highest total energy 
consumption in 2005 (thousand tons 
of oil equivalent)

Source: International Energy Agency

U.S. 2,341,883

China 1,717,153

Russia 646,680

India 537,309

Japan 528,384

Countries with lowest total 
energy consumption in 2005 
(thousand tons of oil equivalent)

Gibraltar 152

Eritrea 771

Malta 949

Congo 1,199

Namibia 1,379

Total Energy Consumption

Countries with the most nuclear 
power generation in 2007, in 
billions of kilowatt hours

Source: International Atomic Energy Agency and 
U.S. Energy Information Administration

U.S. 807

France 420

Japan 267

Russia 148

South Korea 137

Germany 133

Canada 88

Ukraine 87

Sweden 64

China 59

Nuclear Power
Countries with the most solar 
power capacity installed, in 
megawatts*

*Includes estimates for 2008 capacity
Source: Navigant Consulting

Germany 5,761

Spain 2,303

Japan 2,248

U.S. 1,407

India 413

China 256

Italy 200

Portugal 156

South Korea 139

France 89

Solar Power
U.S. states with the most 
installed wind capacity, in 
megawatts

Source: The American Wind Energy Association

Texas 4,446

California 2,439

Minnesota 1,299

Iowa 1,271

Washington 1,163

Colorado 1,067

Oregon 885

Illinois 699

Oklahoma 689

New Mexico 496

Wind Power

Countries with the lowest per 
capita energy consumption

Bangladesh 171

Eritrea 175

Senegal 261

Myanmar 291

Haiti 293

Congo, Dem Rep 295

Congo 300

Ethiopia 304

Benin 306

Yemen 321

Countries with the highest per 
capita energy consumption in 2005*
(in kilograms of oil equivalent 
per person)

Based on International Energy Agency data for 2005, the most recent year for which IEA has data.
Note: Numbers have been rounded off
Source: World Resources Institute

Qatar 19,466

Iceland 12,209

Bahrain 11,180

Kuwait 11,102

United Arab Emirates 10,354

Luxembourg 10,138

Trinidad and Tobago 9,736

Netherlands Antilles 9,057

Canada 8,473

U.S. 7,886

Per-Capita Energy Consumption

Countries with lowest super 
gasoline* prices as of mid-November 
2008 (U.S. dollars/gallon)

United States super gasoline price: $2.12
*Super gasoline has a higher octane rating than 
regular gasoline. The higher octane rating helps 
prevent a vehicle’s engine from igniting before the 
optimal time.
Source: German Technical Cooperation

Venezuela $0.08

Iran 0.38

Libya 0.53

Saudi Arabia 0.61

Bahrain 0.79

Countries with highest super 
gasoline prices

Eritrea $9.58

China (including Hong Kong) 7.38

Turkey 7.08

Cape Verde 6.96

Malawi 6.74

Super Gasoline Prices
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What country consumes

the most oil per person?
(Surprise: it isn’t the U.S.)
Which one produces the most
electricity from nuclear
power? (No, it isn’t France.)
Here’s a snapshot of how
energy consumption patterns
differ around the world.

—Compiled by Christine Buurma
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